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On the Meaning of Being Jewish

George Steger (USM faculty 1998-2005)

On Oct. 11, 2004, just days before

Larry Starr’s untimely death, the
University of Saint Mary Global
Studies Institute was renamed the
Lawrence D. Starr Global Studies
Institute. We did so because we
had come to love this generous and
insightful man, who late in his life,
had come to love us too, and had spent
most of the last four years of his life
working for the beneﬁt of Saint Mary.
The citation which announced the
renaming of the institute recounted

On The Meaning Of Being Jewish

George Steger . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
International Women’s Dialogue

Gretchen Wilbur . . . . . . . . . . 2
Impressions Of Africa

Alexandra Robinson . . . . . . . 3
From The Sidelines: GSI is Relevant for
Students’ Future

Sr. Marie Brinkman . . . . . . . . 4
Global Human Rights
at University of Saint Mary

Gretchen Wilbur . . . . . . . . . . 5
Reaching Out Midwest to Middle East

Natalie Riegg . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

forthrightly the virtues of a man of
outstanding signiﬁcance. He was cited
speciﬁcally in recognition of
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

his steadfast belief in the dignity of
the human being and human life
in all its diversity,
his insatiable eagerness to learn,
his commitment to social justice,
his belief in his ability to help
others become their best selves,
his abiding love for and conﬁdence
in the principles of democracy,
and his friendship, commitment
and guidance to the University
of Saint Mary

But this list limits Larry; he was much
more than even those ﬁne virtues. And
they do not fully describe him.
Who was the man?
For one thing, Larry was a very astute
and innovative businessman, even
a famous one. He is given credit,
for example, for being “the father
of vacuum packing” in the meat
processing industry, in which he made
his fortune. He was the CEO for years
of one of Kansas City’s most successful
international businesses and his
company sold its wares all over
the world.
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Luckily for us, his business
success allowed him to become a
philanthropist as well. He was a
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generous one, not only with Saint
Mary but with other educational
institutions. For Larry believed that
all worthwhile change comes ﬁrst
through education.
For another, Larry was Jewish. And
yet he chose to support a Catholic
university, personally as a member of
its Board of Governors and in almost
all of its life and activities. But Larry
was catholic – with a small “c.” He
believed in the universality of truth
and justice, and he saw in the mission
See “Larry Starr” continued on page 2

Global Studies Mission

GSI believes in the essential dignity
of the individual and of the manifold
cultures that constitute the global
community.
GSI endeavors to cultivate mutual
understanding, respect, and ethical
and charitable attitudes among
the diverse members of the global
community.
GSI is dedicated to studying
the history, trends, problems,
implications, and potential of the
integrating global community.
GSI works to identify:
• opportunities for the betterment
of humankind
• problems that may accompany
• challenges, obstacles and
opposition that may inhibit
beneﬁcial integration.
GSI seeks solutions to issues of global
concern that will help to foster peace,
justice and the enrichment of life for
all the global community.

continued from page 1

tolerance, compassion, and
kindness. He saw here and praised
its non-judgmental atmosphere, its
of Saint Mary the same virtues he
wanted for himself and for the world priority in teaching social justice, its
sense of living under God’s umbrella.
he lived in. For him, Judaism is
about social justice. So is Saint Mary. He was impressed that at Saint Mary,
students don’t get Catholicism forced
upon them, or any other credo, but
Judaism is also about seeing that
that there is a strong ethic here and
life is ultimately good, no matter
a faith stance which is caught rather
what evil treads the earth. Out of
all the muck and chaos, God creates than imposed, and it resides in the
life, and it is good even in the midst spirit of the Sisters of Charity, the
other teachers, even the staff.
of poverty and death. What is the
famous Jewish toast: “To life!” isn’t
Larry delved into every cranny of the
it? Saint Mary believes that just
school in his four years of association
as fervently.

Larry Starr

Larry was not always as sure,
however, about God as Saint Mary
is. He often argued with his Catholic
friends about the nature and
existence of God. He appreciated the
story of the old holy man who lived
alone in the desert and came so close
to God that everybody wanted him
to describe his experience. When he
ﬁnally did, it inevitably turned out
to be incomplete and disappointing.
He simply could not capture the
essence of God.
Why did he admire Saint Mary?

That was Larry’s position as well.
Eventually, he came to understand
that Saint Mary’s scholars and
theologians would have surprising
sympathy for that very point of
view. In fact, Larry’s conviction
that Judaism was primarily about
questions ﬁt perfectly with Saint
Mary’s own understanding that life
is a mystery and we can never know
all the answers. Larry’s personal
triumph was not so much that
he understood but that he always
sought to understand.
But Larry did understand Saint
Mary very well and that’s why he
became one of its best supporters
and patrons. He recognized in
this small but unique university
its essential spirit of openness,

with us and he found it to be a place
of decency and mutual care. That’s
what he said endeared us to him.
On his 70th birthday, he proclaimed
that whatever years he had left
would be devoted in great part
to Saint Mary.
Thanks again, Larry, for caring
about us that much and for
becoming so engaged in what we are
and do. It was a great afﬁrmation.
We miss you. ♣

International Women’s Dialogue
Gretchen Wilbur, professor of education

Was it the United Nations or

was it the University of Saint Mary?
It seemed like Saint Mary was the
U.N. for a few hours on Nov. 29,
2006, when International women
from eight countries joined in
conversation about global human
rights with students and faculty from
two Learning Communities and an
Idea Seminar.
Using the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights as a starting
point, a provocative and enriching
dialogue unfolded as international

among USM students, faculty, and
international women from Sweden,
Moldova, France, Canada, Germany,
Estonia, New Zealand, and Slovenia.
Many connections were made with
key concepts stressed throughout
Saint Mary’s curriculum including
diversity, global perspectives,
interconnectedness, and change.
And these concepts were linked
across the disciplines of political
science, economics, education,
philosophy and literature. What all
this means for real people across the
globe came to life in the discussion,
hosted by the Starr Global Studies
Institute and the USM Education
Department.
The signiﬁcance of this dialogue
can best be captured through the
reactions and insights shared by
USM students afterward.

Students listen, pose questions, learn
beyond curriculum.

perspectives on global human rights,
women’s issues, and education were
shared. A steady stream of candid
questions and comments ﬂowed
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∑ I thought the forum, last week,
was very interesting. I love hearing
people discussing their native
countries and how they feel about
America. It was engaging and I
think it is great that I found some
things in common with the speakers.

∑ There were so many different walks
of life and perspectives.
∑ A variety of questions from both
sides with good in-depth answers.
A little hard to hear, at times,
but the answers given were thoughtprovoking.
∑ It was very interesting to learn
about different school systems
and how they work. It was also
interesting to hear critiques and

advice on our own country and
how everyone perceives the USA!
∑ The perception of the U.S. was also
a surprising one. I know we have
always been considered
a bully, but I had no idea how
dumb the media made us look to
other countries.

Now that the conversation has
begun, we look forward to upcoming
opportunities in Fall 2007 to
continue and grow the dialogue with
Saint Marians and our international
friends at Fort Leavenworth, who are
willing to make this apart of their
Advanced English class! ♣

Impressions Of Africa
Alexandra Robinson, assistant professor of art

Sara, was on the USM staff for the
Service-Learning ofﬁce for two years
after its opening.
These alums were eager to share
their experiences and impressions
of distant Africa. “We were
overwhelmed, by the simplicity
of village life, the poverty of the
majority of the population, the lack
of resources and opportunities,”
Conver said. They were equally
amazed at the hospitality and
generosity of the African people.

Malawi Children take a camera and photographer seriously.

Goppert Gallery, in conjunction
with the Starr Global Studies
Institute, presented Impressions
of Africa throughout the month
of February.

The exhibit, which opened
Feb. 2, consisted of photographs and
written impressions made by
Ann Conver, C’73 and Mona
Denny, C’73, during a three-week
trip to Africa. The two women split
their trip between the Republic of
Malawi and a safari in the Republic
of Zambia, both countries located in
southeastern Africa.

Courtesy of Ann Conver

Conver and Denny were excited to
bring to the university this body
of work, previously on exhibit
in Peoria, Ill. These alums have
strong ties to Saint Mary. Conver
taught for a year in the art program
while Associate Professor Susan
Nelson was on sabbatical. She
had previously taught weekend
workshops giving her continued
access to the students. Conver
has participated in alumni art
shows and was invited to exhibit
her photographs in Stack Gallery
at the Carnegie Arts Center in
Leavenworth. Denny’s daughter,
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Several Peace Corps volunteers
as well as a citizen of Malawi
currently attending Cottey College
in Missouri participated in the
opening. These special guests were
on hand for anyone interested in
the Peace Corps or in more speciﬁc
information about Malawi.
Goppert Gallery and the Starr
Global Studies Institute provided
this opportunity for members of
the local communty and the USM
community to come together
for a rare vicarious experience of
southeastern Africa, its people,
and its culture. The exhibit
closed March 2. ♣

From the Sidelines

GSI Is Relevant for Students’ Future
Sr. Marie Brinkman, SCL (USM faculty, 1963-2001)

Watching the Global Studies

Institute evolve from its beginnings
and vividly remembering its patron,
Larry Starr, I have questions. They
concern the students for whom the
institute primarily exists and the
public to whom the University of
Saint Mary extends its beneﬁts. They
concern much else, but this will do.
For starters: How far do we take
the meaning of its name? We all
know from personal experience
how signiﬁcant names are: they
both identify us and leave much
to be revealed. So take global ﬁrst.
Certainly it means instantaneous
communication across the globe
by e-mail and cell phones; it means
markets opening on every continent
to accept U.S. goods at competitive
prices; it means the possibility
of unpredictable terrorist attacks
and nuclear war. And it means
diplomacy to contain such threats.
But how often does it mean for
us a global community in which
“everyone is responsible for caring
for everyone else?” I didn’t ﬁnd that
explosive phrase in some book. A
Notre Dame professor spoke those
words to his introductory philosophy
class one fall. A freshman repeated
it to her friend, daughter of a USM
alum, who said four years later—in
her Valedictory address at UND—
that “it changed me forever.”
New meaning for adulthood.
That kind of responsibility for the
global family means that through
our legislators we monitor the
internet for abuses against children,
adolescents, and common decency.
It means we demand justice in
all Free Trade Agreements for

workers who stand to lose their
only sources of income or must
work in oppressive conditions.
It means we raise our voice, by
ballot and advocacy, to require
from our government every means
of diplomacy, collaboration, and
leadership to further peace within
the global community.

speaking. It includes means to ends
of learning and action for a global
community. Every enterprise of
the Global Studies Institute—from
public programs to individual grants
for study abroad to channels of
information—is a partial means
to some serious end of every student
reading this.

That GSI sponsors studies is surely
a no-brainer. We’re in school. But
think what it means for everyone,
not simply political science majors.
Turned inside out, the term means
learning—from reading something
not available elsewhere posted on
the new bulletin board, to taking
in a GSI seminar for insights
on current questions unasked
elsewhere. Hidden within the word,
however, is the power of learning
that leads to action. More than
three million college and university
students in this country are known
to be volunteering time for someone
else in need.

Wanting to understand a complex
issue and wishing for time to read
more; ﬁnding opportunities for
conversation with peer, professor,
or guest; looking for a clue to what
might follow graduation—these
are ends that have means available
in many an ofﬁce around here.
That’s why Larry Starr believed in
the University of Saint Mary and
lent his name to the Global Studies
Institute. An indefatigable learner
himself, he did everything he could
to provoke learning; controversy
for him was fair game. He crossed
borders with hope, met new people
with pleasure. Much as he did,
the Institute credits curiosity,
nurtures inquiry, and supports
imaginative study.

Beyond immediate action, however,
the shape of one’s future depends
on the quality and persistence of
one’s learning now. That Saint Mary
students are serious about learning
was evident in the full house gathered
on the anniversary of 9/11 for a GSIsponsored seminar with eight faculty
who spoke to the signiﬁcance of that
tragedy for learning in their respective
disciplines.
GSI important for every student.
But if institute is nothing more
than an imitative, over-ambitious
term for what GSI is all about,
the case for it as a sign of action
looks dim. Actually, it’s the most
signiﬁcant word, practically
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The mission of USM is alive and
well in every place you see the
Lawrence D. Starr sign posted. No
one is easier to approach with a
question than the director, Professor
Randy Scott. No student is more
ready with an honest opinion than
the work study students and interns.
Or if you like, no need to talk with
anyone. Plenty to browse through
or borrow. No commitments. Come
and see. ♣

Global Human Rights Take Center Stage at USM
Gretchen Wilbur, professor of education

Seminar design by faculty Natalie Riegg, Nancy King, and Gretchen Wilbur; Lawrence D. Starr Global Studies Institute Director Randy Scott; and
De Paul Library Director Penelope Lonergan.

Students at the University of

Saint Mary are taking the initiative
to advocate for social justice and
global human rights. They connect
theory and practice by investigating
key concepts of diversity, change,
and global interdependence and by
applying them to real life, “ﬂesh and
blood” issues. One powerful example
of how student initiative translates
into action can be seen through the
Spring 2007 Honors Seminar entitled
Global Human Rights.
Why do they care?
There is no better way to know this
than to ask them. So at the beginning
of the seminar we did just that, and
in their own voices they answer
∑
∑

∑

∑
∑

I hope for a challenge, an outlet to
discuss world issues, to understand
those issues on a higher level; to keep
my mind open.
There are many areas within global
human rights that could be improved.
Human rights is an ever evolving issue
that is important in all nations and
aspects of life.
The negatives of human nature
constantly keep human rights in
jeopardy—a perpetual cycle of
indecencies against minorities and
the disadvantaged.
I have been out of the loop far too long.
I want to catch up on global
“happenings” and global human rights
issues that are going on.
There are countless numbers of
human rights violations occurring
around the world. I understand that
the UN and some major global
players are working to improve these
conditions, but I believe most are
simply ignored.

We also think they care because of
the integrated curriculum that is in
place at the USM. A key focus of the
curriculum is on social justice and
respect for diversity as evidenced in
our mission and values that state:

USM educates students of diverse
backgrounds to realize their Godgiven potential and prepares them
for value-centered lives and careers
that contribute to the well being of
our global society. We believe in the
dignity of each person’s capacity to
learn, to relate, and to better our
diverse world. We value community,
respect, justice, and excellence.
We also think they care because they
learn from and observe people who
study, advocate, and act upon shared
human rights values. These often
humble actions are becoming more
recognized and collective through the
work of the university’s Lawrence D.
Starr Global Studies Institute that
seeks solutions to issues of global
concern that will help foster peace,
justice, and the enrichment of life for
all in the global community.
What are they investigating?
Students and faculty in the Global
Human Rights Seminar are using as
their curriculum the Humans Rights
Video Project, humanrightsproject.org.
Students have selected ﬁve of the
twelve documentary ﬁlms collected
by the National Video Resources
in partnership with the American
Library Association Public Programs
Ofﬁce and funded by the John
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation and the Ford
Foundation. Through these ﬁlms,
the students chose to investigate
issues such as South Africa’s HIV/
AIDS epidemic and their search for
truth and reconciliation, Laos’ legacy
of cluster bombs, and New York’s
police brutality.

Students use the videos as case studies
and take the lead for investigating
issues surrounding the case including
the historical background of human
rights issues, analysis of the current
situation, and evaluation of what they
would do if they were in a position of
power to effect change. All students
are responsible for preparing and
asking hard questions which push the
seminar discussions to delve into the
complexity and transferability
of human rights issues, challenging
students and faculty to view issues
from varied and controversial
perspectives.
How are they advocating?
Not only do seminar students share
their insights with peers within the
comfort of the seminar room, they
stimulate dialogue, insight, and
action with adults in the community
and students in high schools. As a
part of the seminar and funded by the
Global Studies Institute, community
forums and a high school conference
on Global Human Rights are hosted
and facilitated by the students. The
community forums bring together
members of the community to
view and discuss the videos, with
emphasis on local and global action.
The conference brings together
students from metropolitan Kansas
City area high schools to engage in
a human rights simulation and to
analyze the issues within the context
of their daily lives. So now, the USM
students follow in the footsteps of
their models as they mentor through
dialogue and action.

See “Human Rights” continued on page 6
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Reaching Out from Midwest to Middle East
Issues unite, divide USM and Armenian students
Natalie Riegg, professor of political science and global studies

In the fall semester of 2006 the

Lawrence D. Starr Starr Global
Studies Institute launched an
intellectual initiative entitled Point
of View. This initiative constitutes
the “teaching part” of a larger,
communicative action project,
which includes teaching, research,
and action components. (For the
info on an action component of
communicative action project see
Gretchen Wilbur’s article about
International Women’s Dialogue
in this newsletter).
Point of View was organized by
USM professor Natalie Riegg
in collaboration with Azniv
Eyramiants, a professor from a sister
university abroad – the University
for Foreign Languages in Yerevan,
Armenia. The initiative was
inspired by the recognition of an
ever increasing interconnectedness
and interdependence of the world’s
communities, from music to
terrorism, and by the belief that such
interdependence makes it important
to foster greater cross-cultural
knowledge and understanding.
Students “talk” across continents.

Accordingly, Point of View
was designed as a mini-forum
for grassroots intercultural
communication of students. Several
students from USM’s contemporary
controversies class exchanged papers
with several Armenian students.
The students in each country
independently and simultaneously
wrote analytic or opinion papers on
four contemporary and controversial
issues. In the radically democratic
spirit of the theory of communicative
action, as developed in the works of

Jurgen Habermas, the selection of
topics was organized on the basis of
strict equality, with Armenian and
American students each proposing
two apiece.
USM students proposed discussions
on abortion, and the United States
global presence, the Armenianclass
chose immigration, and religious
tolerance and respect.

thought it would be useful for
the U.S. to decrease its global
presence, but the two sides deﬁned
“presence” differently and sought
to decrease it differently. In
considering immigration, the U.S.
students brought arguments from
the perspective of the “receiving”
host country, while the Armenian
students developed their arguments
from the perspective of real or
potential immigrants.
For Armenians the question about
how much respect to give Muslims
when they were in a state of war with
a Muslim country was an intensely
personal one whereas for Americans,
it was more of a hypothetical issue.

Armenian students participate in a mini-forum
on intercultural commmunication.

While individual writers on each
side had certain common views with
certain counterparts in the other
country, there was often a slightly
different perception or different
weighting of the issues between the
two countries. On abortion, the U.S.
students tended to look at the issue
as a debate over conﬂicting rights,
i.e. the right to life versus the right to
choose, while the Armenians looked
more at medical family planning and
quality of life questions.
Raising questions with a difference.

Most students from both countries
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Both groups of students felt that
the pilot initiative constituted a
successful beginning and helped them
to develop a better understanding of
their far-away counterparts. We hope
to continue and broaden Point of
View, to include a larger number of
students and more countries. ♣
continued from page 5

Human Rights

What else happens?
The Global Human Rights Seminar
is but one example of the ways
in which USM turns theory into
practice and mission into action.
Through Learning Communities,
Idea Seminars, and Service-Learning
that integrate general education
outcomes, students and faculty
engage in a varietyof experiences
that link discipline concepts to one
another, to self-reﬂection, and to
collective action that advances global
understanding and social justice. ♣

9/11
Tribute
Randy Scott, assistant professor,

political science and global studies

GSI ACTIVITIES

GSI Scholar-Associate
Partnership

Global Human Rights
Conference for Area
Students

An education faculty member
(Dr. Gretchen Wilbur) is
collaborating with a Slovinian
educator (S. Lunder-Verlic
currently at Fort Leavenworth) to
conduct research on Multicultural
Teacher Education. Emphasis
is on comparative international
teacher preparation through teacher
interviews and document analysis.
Foundation grant funding
is being sought.

GSI and the Department of History,
Political Science, and Global Studies
co-sponsored a conference in April
2007. Honors Seminar students
hosted area high school students and
led them in an interactive, problemsolving simulation on Guatemalan
human rights.

On the ﬁfth anniversary of 9/11

the Lawrence D. Starr Global Studies
Institute presented a series of short
presentations by eight University
Saint Mary faculty members. These
scholars discussed how the events of
that day have inﬂuenced the study
and/or practice of their respective
disciplines. Ken Mulliken, professor
of history, acted as the moderator for
this event which took place in the
Saint Mary Social Room to a crowd
of 90-100 students, staff, faculty and
community members. Feedback on
the presentation was very positive
with several particpants noting the
breadth of subject matter and the
unique, discipline speciﬁc, mode
of delivery. Faculty members that
presented included:
Ken Mulliken - History
Dr. Karen Fernengel - Nursing
Dr. Melanie Harvey – Chemistry
Sr. Rosemary Kolich - Literature
Danielle Trebus - Theatre
Alexandra Robinson – Art
Dr. David Greene – Psychology
Rick Hite – Information Technology
Dr. Sandra Van Hoose – Education

Speakers Series
° Consular General Jack Chia-kuen
Chen spoke to students and faculty
March 21 in Saint Mary Social
Room on Taiwan: Democratic
and Economic Success Story.
Now serving as Director General
with the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Ofﬁce in Kansas City, Mo.,
Chen was previously chairperson for
the Congressional Liaison Ofﬁce in
Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
° GSI is also currently negotiating
with Janet Murguia, executive
director and chief operating ofﬁcer
of The National Council of La Raza
to present a lecture on immigration
and civil rights in the U.S.
° Reporting from sabbatical time in
Ireland, Sr. Susan Rieke presented
a paper, “Irish Strawberries, Poetry,
and History,” to an audience of
approximately 100 in the Walnut
Room, March 20. This event was
co-sponsored by the Starr Institute
and the campus chapter of Delta
Epsilon Sigma.

A special thanks goes out to
these presenters. ♣
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Communicative Action
Intercontinental Project
In partnership with the University
of Cincinnati and Brenau University
in Georgia, GSI has submitted a
proposal to the Eastern Europe
Studies Center in Vilnius, Lithuania.
The plan is for a faculty member to
participate in a series of seminars
in Vilnius in May 2007 in order
to increase understanding on how
women are empowered in emerging
post-Soviet civil societies. In
conjunction with this continuing
project, Dr. Natalie Riegg will travel
to Brenau University in Georgia in
March. Then her visit will continue
scholar exchanges between our two
universities following Dr. Dovile
Budryte’s work at USM in the fall
of 2006.

Faculty Development
GSI will host a professional
development experience for USM’s
faculty in August 2007. The event
will feature a lecture and simulation
exercise designed to enhance the
faculty’s problem solving skills when
dealing with teaching themes of
interconnectedness, change, and
diversity as they relate to the growing
interdependence of our world.

New! The Starr Report
This ﬁrst issue of a biannual
newsletter highlighting global issues
and GSI activities, published Spring
2007, will be distributed to 500 area
patrons and USM alums.

Lawrence D. Starr
1932-2004
GSI would like to
extend a very special
thank you to
Tony & Sharon Albers
for their unwavering
and continued
support!

During his years serving on the
University of Saint Mary Board of
Trustees, Larry Starr focused his
attention on the quality of students’
learning and their potential impact for
good. His inﬂuence is memorialized
in the university’s Lawrence D. Starr
Global Studies Institute, established
to promote attitudes, policies, and
practices that foster peace and justice.
His love for people and personal
integrity were keys to his success in
business and in life.
“Larry was dedicated to the
educational mission of Saint Mary,”
said USM President Sister Diane
Steele. “We were all blessed with his
friendship, loyalty, and guidance and it
is an honor to have the Global Studies
Institute carry his name.”

http://gsi.stmary.edu
(913)758-6117
GSI@stmary.edu

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
LEAVENWORTH, KS
PERMIT NO. 31

4100 South 4th Street
Leavenworth, Kansas 66048
www.stmary.edu (800) 752-7043

8

